
WISCONSIN CONGREGATIONAL ASSOCIATION

Executive Board Meeting Minutes

October 29, 2011

PRESENT: Cynthia Bacon Hammer, Moderator; Paul Ray,  Clergy Ambassador at Large; Larry Sommers, 

                    Lay Member; Kurt Hoefert, Moderator-Elect; Malynnda Johnson,  Youth and Camp  

                    Committee;  Andy Forsaith, Treasurer; and Patricia Jipson, Secretary

ABSENT: Doug Gray, President of the Ministry Fellowship and Past Moderator Carol Taylor

     Cynthia Bacon Hammer opened our meeting with prayer at about 1 PM.

     The minutes of the August 27, 2011 meeting were approved as sent.

     Andy Forsaith, treasurer, presented the Treasurer’s Report.  The current balance is $19344.20.  Mission giving was deferred until the February meeting with one exception.  Pat Jipson told the group about  a special cause.  A nine or ten year old girl is in need of heart surgery in Kenya and the surgery couldn’t  be done until the money ($10,000) was in hand.  Pat asked if $200 of our mission money ($ 2,000) could be sent to aid this young girl.  After some discussion, it was moved and seconded that we send $200 to the person and group arranging this drive for funds.  Andy Forsaith was directed to send it to the Benevolence Board at North Shore Congregational Church, Fox Point to be sent with North Shore’s contribution.  This was approved unanimously.

     Malynnda Johnson reported for the Youth and Cano Committee.  The fall rally for  the Junior High Youth was held early in October at Heritage Church in Madison.  There was a small turn out of twelve youth.  Next month the high school rally will be held at Wauwatosa on November 4-5, 2011 at the Wauwatosa  Congregational Church.

     Doug Gray has been chosen as President of the Ministry Fellowship.  November 9, 2011 is the next meeting of this group.  It will start earlier than usual so there will be time for prayer and Bible study searching for direction for this group.

     The Executive Board looked at the new Active Member Churches List  prepared by  Cynthia Bacon Hammer.  Cynthia and Andy Forsaith culled the old list as several churches hadn’t contributed or attended an Annual Meeting of WCA in more than two years.

     The next Annual Meeting will be held in Franklin at Faith Community Church.  Please try to attend this meeting on April 29,2012.

     Larry Sommers made contact with Chris Bryan about the  camp conflict.  Pilgrim Congregational Church is considering leaving the WCA and NACCC.

     Cindy Bacon Hammer has been working on the WCA Newsletter.  The new issue is just out.  She would appreciate articles to be sent to her for the Christmas issue of the Newsletter.  Since it will come out around Christmas, send recipes,  how your church is celebrating the holidays, etc.  Cindy will also request items to be on the agenda for the Annual Meeting.

     Paul Ray will attend the installation of a Lay Minister, Fred Thimmel at the Congregational Church in Mukwonago, WI.  Rev. Thimmel has been called to be the associate at the Mukwonago Congregational Church with Rev. Rick Hartley.  Cindy will also send an official letter about the ordination.

     The Executive Board of WCA plan to send a letter to active churches asking for new of their congregation, so that we can keep up with each other.

     Larry Sommers suggested the idea of year round delegates.  These delegates would be our contact person for information about their church.  This will be brought up at the Annual Meeting in April.

     Kurt Hoefert spoke about two activities at Faith Community Church which interested and involved the community.  The first will be held December 10.  It is a Cookie Walk.  It is open to the community and fun for all.  The second activity is a Rummage Sale.  Space for tables may be purchased fir $50.  This encouraged the community to be involved and was very successful.

     The Moderator asked the Executive Board members to check the Articles of Association before our next meeting.  These can be printed from the WCA website.

     Cindy asked us to keep in our prayers a list of churches and pastors:

1st Congregational Church, Kenosha , WI and  Rev. Shawn Stapleton. Shawn has severe health 

         Problems.

         1st Congregational Church, Wauwatosa, WI

         Pilgrim Congregational Church, Green Bay, WI

These churches are in transition and need the support of the WCA.  Contact these churches and give encouragement to  these churches.

     The Credentials Committee needs two replacements.  The Nominating Committee will be informed of our needs,.  This committee should be made up of 3 lay persons and 3 clergy and the moderator elect.

     Paul Ray closed the meeting in prayer.

     The Moderator adjourned the meeting at 3 PM.

                                                                  Respectfully submitted,

                                                                  Patricia Jipson


